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with that of the Maſter of 4 Family over his Family. 
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RN En =} Law, without an > 

traordinary Comms frond by Mr «cles; and the Hype- _ 

a of ſuch aifers as 6s think ſelves obliged to Pregyd 
briſt (though contrary to a Law) in their own Countrey, bey 
they do not go and do the ſame in Twrky or Spain. a 


All which Aſfertions are _—— Examined. The firft 


of roar re ſecond condemning the Pr of all a 
1of the Goſpel, after the Apoſtles, and of tho that 
ff. 0s 3 ge in Reformation. The third woſt ancharitable, and 
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"Some ſhort Animadverſtons upon part of 8 


Sermon /ately publiſhed, being Preached 
by Dr. Tillotſon pon Joſhua 24. 15. 


HO fo confidereth what 5. "Gs of 
the moſt horrid Villavies that ever 
came to light in any age, -afted by a 
Popiſh party in our Nation, have cone 
to light amongſt us within theſe two 

laſt years; and that a cloſe purfait of thoſe Villains who 

were the contrivers of them, hath taken up nuch of the 
time of our Corrts of Juſtice ; carmot but think that 

Party and their friends highly concerned to vindicate 

their pretended Catholick Religion from ſach inmputations, 

and to find our Magiſtrates fome other wotk to do, and 
to divert the diſcourſes of people from the Popiſh Plox. 

Many attempts have been made to impoſe upon people, 

that it was no Popiſh, but a Prerbjterian Plot. And a 

common Scribler hath attempted, under pretfnce of a fur- 

ther diſcovery of the Plot, to give Diſſenters the far greater 


/ 


ſhare in it. It hath pleaſed God ſtrangely to defeat theſe 


Achitophels, and to ſuffer themſelves to fall in the pit they 
had digged for others— Nee lex eft juſtior ul/a. For the 
Diverſion of the Sword of Juſtice, it hath been thought 
reaſonable to attempt the turning the Edg of it againſt 
perſons that are Proteſtants, to ſet Magiſtrates on work 


to execute thoſe Laws which were principally and prima- 
A 2 rily 


rily intended againſt Papiſts, upon Proteſtants that dif. 
ſented in ſome matters of Worſhip and Diſciplines to which 
they have found an advantage from ſome general words in 
them. But ſuch is the —_ of Engliſh ſpirits, that it 
was neceſlary firſt, That people ſhould be poſſeſſed that 
ſuch ſeverities were lawful, and what the Magiſtrates might 
with a good conſcience uſe 3 and that the perſons were in 
ſome high degree criminals. If what a Son of the Church, 
in one of the moſt famous Auditories of Ezgland (in a 
diſcourſe called, -Cxrſe ye Meroz) hath ſaid be true, they 
ſare criminal enoggh 3 and whether thoſe things be true or 
-no, if what another learned Dear bath ſaid in his Sermon 
lately on Joſhua 24. 15. That the Magiſtrate, in matters of 
Religion, hath the ſame power over his Subjefs, that a Ma- 
ſter of a family hath over his children or ſervants ; the 
Magiltrate is warranted. And though I am far from think- 
ing, that the latter of theſe defigned to inconrage a perſe- 
cntion of Proteſtants, and that at ſuch a time, when it is 
the moſt adviſable projett for the Popiſh deſign imaginable z 
and that partly becauſe himſelf will proteſt againſt it, he 
hath CT to the world ſuch an eminent aſſertor of 
the true Religion againſt Poperyz and as he is-a man of 
Judgment and learning above thouſands of others ; ſo he 
hath always appeared a man of temper, and, exceeding 
great moderation 3 yet whether he hath not beyond his 
mtention ſerved this deſign, may deſerve his own ſerious 
RefleTions. 

{ am far from. the baſe diſingenuity of thoſe who can 
ſee nothing good in their Adverſarics 3 ſo that though [ 
take my ſelf obliged to enter my difſent to ſome things 
which Dr. Tz#otſon hath ſaid in his late printed. Sermon 
concerning the Power of the Magiſtrate in matters of Re- 

' ligion, and the force of ſore humane Laws prohibiting 
m<n to Preach the Goſpel, &c. Yet I am: (o- far pleaſed 
with 


| < - Wi = 
with the reſt of the diſconrſe;" that T do for thy (elf, and 
I dare vemtre-in- the name'of AlF Diſſerters,” to give bim 
thanks for what he hath ſaid in it in defence of the Pro 
teftant Religion ( that Hogen Mogen thing, asa late D1a- 
logiſt, who would be thought a Proteſtant, is ple: Ky 
to call it); and'to aver, "That if there were ho” mare 
faid by any in the world to loath people of that Religion, 
and make it an abhorrence to all good Princes, and all 
good men, than he hath faid in 13 or 14 lines,-page 31. 
nor any more ſaid than he hath ſaid to baffle their Popiþ. 
Arguments from QOniverſality and A4ntiqrit t. there 
needed no more : for all the Papiſts onithe'EartHh can never 
either wipe off the firſt, or anſwer the latter.” AMI that I 
have toenter my diſſent unto, lies in five pages, viz. 9, Io, 
IT, 12, 13. nor ſhould IT have done it, as to any thing in 
them, if I had not judged, That by fome affertions in 
them, the Magiſtrate is warranted; if not inthe '//aying, 
yet in the bamſhment or'ſevere puniſhing of his SubjetZs 
diſſenting, not in the eſſentials of Religion, but only in 
the circumſtantials 4 yet ſuch as in the doing, or nct doin 
of them aright, the ſoul may become guilty- before of 
And alſo, that by thoſe aſſertions, whofoever fucce 
the Apoſtles in the firſt Plantation' of the.Goſpel, inCann-' 
treys where a falſe Religion was before eſtabliſhed by a 
Law, and all thoſe glorious Martyrs who have ſuffered 
for publiſhing the Goſpel in-Ergland, while Pepery was 
here eſtabliſhed By Law,- or in other Conntreys: and fo 
all the firſt Reformers are moſt inconſiderately condemned, 
as doing that they had no right, no authority todo; and 
all thoſe Divines condemned' for Hypocrites, who take 
themſelves bound in their native Countrey, and tor their 
neighbourhood, under a-neceſitty to preach the*Goſpe, 
and cannot think that they have an equat'obligation up- 
on them to traverſe the World;'-ro make 'the Goſpel to 
abound 


Wa ant — 


"abound from Eondon to Conflantimaple, Romeox Madrid. 
. The Do@ors diſcourſe would. have been.much clearer, 
if he had pleaſed in any part-of it:to.have opened his 
mind to us as to theſe three things: + _ | 

1. What js that which hecalls a truc, or falſe Religion ? 

He,dath got make the 'term Religioz convertible with 
. Chriſtianity; for he ſaith p. 29. That the Papiſts retain the 
Eſeentials of Chriſtianity , yet he chargeth them with a 
falſe Religion 5: for he truly ſaith, That our Church ever 

ce the, beginning of Chriſtianity hath charged them with 
Jdolat : at: by a falſe Religion the DoFor muſt mean 
an xzdve worſhipping of God, I think. 

2, I could haye wiſhed the DoGor had as clearly told 
us, whom he meaneth by the Magiſtrate. For thoſe in 
whom alone reſides the Legiſietive power of a Nation, 
- are Magiſtrates, though when the Laws are made they 
do not execate thew. 2: Thoſe who have no fhare inthe 
Legiſlttive power, but to whom the execution of Laws 
made is committed, are alſo Magiſtrates. ' 3. He or they 
who bath gr have-a ſhare in the Legi//atior, and the exe- 
cative power,,.tq execute Laws made, is a Magiſtrate. 
4 He why 4lone without adviſing with others, or their con- 
currence..or aſſent, can make Laws, and then execute or 
command the execution of them, is a Magiſtrate alſo. Now 
the laſt of theſe undoubtedly hath the greateſt power. 
The firſt hath next to him the greateſt power, The ſecond 
and third have a power to, execute-Laws,made. 

3. It alſo had been to have been wiſhed that the DoQor 
bad clearly told us, who (as to particular perſons practice) 
is to jrdg whether a Religion be true or falſe; he ſeems to 
judg truly, that every particular Chriſtian hath his judg- 
ment of diſcretion in the caſe, for he ſeems to plead for 
a. Chriſtians liberty of private pradice, who thinketh, or 
judgeth himſelf to be jn the right, p. 12. 
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I mucth abhor the '\miſ-r of an Adverfary. 
E ſhall»verbotim tranſcribe whas ado eſp 


and fairly tell him wherein 'k agrec,07 notagree with him, 
and for what Reaſozs it is that Þ cannot fo agree. + 


learned' Authors wotds are: theſe, {$94 &c. 


«none be permireed 3 to debivchand ſxcduco men_From it; 


ly bel, 


&? ns 


TS coun- ! 


«the Kings of Iſrael al ways 

ly with allowance, but with great a on and 
©« commendation from God Fa is not 

« altered fince Chriſtianity:#' The Ot 1. 

© the better it deſetweth 1 ee wk mpOrt' 0 


< the Civil Authority. 

All this is a-very great truth ; if by the true Religion 
our-Author means that SP worſhipping God, which God 
hath in his-mord' direed,; without any-eddition thereto, or 
dimeinution therefrom: It is vety true, that the. 

Iſrael, by Gods command, allowance, and with Gods « ap- 


power, and no-other power than this: 3 and all foberper- 


probation and high commendation, did' exerciſe ſach a: 


ſons will grant the ſame- under the-New-Teſtamerrt to all. 


Magiſtrates that are themſelves Chriſtiens, as the Kings of 


Iſrael were Iſraelites ; but if the Doctor comprehends any - 


thing more than this (as to things to be done) under the 
notion of _—_ trae Religion, he ſaith nothing to. prove 
it, He 


And this ——_ of- the Civil ' Magiſtrate in matters of 


Religion, was never called in queſtion by any, but by . the. 


w 


Embuſuſts of theſe latter times. 
It is true, ſome- Emthuſiaſts have called this power 1n 
quarts 3 but nentlier Pre ans nor Inde 5, nor. 
hundredth part of Difſenters ia Exglazd queſtion tt. . 
He goes on. An 


 . Andyet amongſt theſe, every Father and Maſter of « Fa- 
 wily claimueth this powet-(overi bis thildren and. ſervants at 
the ſame. time that they -Heny it to tht Magiſtrate over bi; 


SubjeFs., Ky i D309: V'aH 
. What power da, they claim ?.. that power which the' 
Kings of Iſrael had.z pe 4 is, to require thoſe under their 


government,| to worſhip (God wecarding to his revealed will? 
Who, axe tbey ahat denyithie/ power to the Magiſtrate, 
unleſs ſome" few, and; inonfiderable perions'?.| The gene- 
rality-.of Diſkatess;are--quite; of another mind; ' The 


< nane to affront-it,ior to ſeduce thoſe from it that are 
* under his care ? , And. to prevent all miſ-underſtandings 
« 1n this matter, I do not aſcribe any thing unto the Mas 
« giſtrate, that can poſlibly give him any pretence of right 
* to rejed the true Religion, or todeclare what he plea- 
<« ſeth to be ſo, and what books he pleaſeth to be Cano- 
& nical, and the Word of God 5 and conſequently to make 
< a falſe Religion ſo currant by the ſtamp of his Autho+ 
* 11:y, or to oblige his Subjetts to the profeſhion of it z 
* becauſe he who acknowledgeth to derive his Authority 
* from God, can pretend to none againſt him. 


Here 


> 
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Here the DyGer ingenuouſly -and truly grants, that 
no Magiſtrate hath, or can have any power or authority to 
eſtabliſh a falſe Religion (that is;-a falſe way of worthip- 
ping God, or a falſe faith), or to oblige his Subjects to 
the profeſſion of it 3 -he proves it undeniably : Nor hath 


. any Parent or Maſter ſuch a power. That he hath a power 


to oblige his Subjedsto the. profeſſion of the true Reli- 
gion, there's none that I know will deny. Bat bere 
now the 'queſtion ariſeth, Who ſhall judg whether the 
DoFrines to be believed, and to .which the Inferiours 
aſſent is required, or the way of worſhip commanded' by 
the Superiour to, be uſed by the Inferzour, be true or falſe 2 
If he ſaith the Magi/trete, then the Magiſtrate may eſta-- 
bliſh a falſe Religion, for he eſtabliſheth it as believing 78. 
to be true. Shall' the Inferionr be judg 2 then the Magi- 
ſtrate hath no power over bim; for he cannot (faith the: 
Door) obhge his Sybje&s to-profels a falſe Religion... © _. 
The Doftor here-maketh the power of the Mooiftrat 
over his SubjeFs, to be the ſame with the power of a 
Maſter over his Servants, or a,Father over his Childrem. 
He asks who ever denied it g. T ask who eyer affirmed * 
without ſaying what ſervarnts,, and what he meaneth, a 
as to what things ? Doth he mean a Jewiſh Servant, or 
Maſter 2 the Jewiſh Maſter bad a power over his Servant, 
which ſurely none will aſſert the Magiſtrate to have over 
his Subjes; beſides, the Jews had bond-ſervants,and bired- 
ſervants, and their power was different as to them; Doth 
he mean a Romiſh ſervant, or ſave, who-hathbeen taken 
in War, and redeemed his life by ſervitude?” The Romans 
might at their pleaſure &/ ſuch. ſervants. It is true, the 
Law of God (as.to which probably the Doctor rata 
ave them no ſuch power 3 but undoubtedly the Law of 
Od allows.a different power to Maſters, as to' different 
ſervants. As to things 3 the POE firſt delivere ay 


= © » ROT | 

Telf generally. Hath the Maſter of a family wore power over 
thoſe under his government than the Magiſtrate hath 2 yes 
ſure. But repeating it again, be ſaith no more. That he 
may exerciſe the ſame power over his Subje@s in matters of 
Religion. 1 am clearly of his mind : but what is that 

The Dod&or tells us, He may eſtabliſh the true worſhip of 
God in ſuch manner, and with ſuch circumſtances as he thinks 
. beſt ; and permit none t0 affront it, or to ſeduce thoſe from 
#t that are under his care ;, that is, he way command thoſe 
things to be done inthe worſhip of God, which God hath 
commanded (that is, true Religion); andunder ſuch cir- 
Por carogat as are either neceſſary to all humane actions, 
(which muſt have time and place ), or as are neceflary to 
- ſo grave an action, that it may not be performed in a man- 
ner which to all ſhall appear rude and indecent, All this 
will be frecly ſr both to the Maſter of a family, 


and to a Magiſtrate. But ſtill the queſtion is, Who ſhal/ 
be judg what thoſe things are that God hath commanded in 
bis worſhip; if the Magiſtrate or Maſter by Gods Law be 
the judg of the thing as.to the Inferiours practice, they 
ay command a falfe Religion. 

And another queſtion is here, What coercive power the 
Magiſtrate or Maſter hath in the Cauſe, from the law of God 2 
If the Servant refuſeth, the Maſter may baniſh his ſervant 
out of 'his houſe. May the Magiſtrate baniſh Diſlenters 

his Eſtabliſhment, out of his Kingdom ? The Maſter 
of a family, in caſe his ſervant cannot agree with the Re» 
pay nd of his faniily, cannot i-ypriſor him, nor take 
away his money, nor his lands and houſes by any Law of 
God or max; he may rid his houſe of him, or take away 
his imployment from him : So for ought I know may a 
Magiſtrate deprive ſuch a perfon of any office or truſt he 
holdeth under him, he may expel him his Court : but 
what can he do more, allowing him the ſame power in 

| mat- 


—— 
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matters of Religion over his Subjeds, which a Maſter 
hath over his Servants ? I cannot tell 3 but if he hath ſuch 
a power over his Subjetts in things of Religion, he hath 
it much more 1n civil things, for they arc his properſptere, 
matters which belong to him as he is a Magiſtrate. Ma- 
giſtrates bave no power from Gods Word in matters of 
Religion, but as Chriſtian or Religions Magiſtrates. The: 
Jewiſh Magiſtrates were members of the Jewiſh Church ; 
I never read of any ſuch power over the Iſraelites, granted 
by God to Pharaoh or Nebxchadnezzar, or any of the 
Kings of Babylon, nor any obligation laid upon the 1ſrae- 
lites to be obedient to their Edids in things of Religion; 
the Magiſtrate therefore cannot have ſo much power over 
a han in matters of Religion, -as in the things of this 
life 3 and if his power in matters of Religion over his- 
Subjects be deſpotical, and the ſame with that of the Ma- 
ſter of « family over his ſervants, it muſt. a-fortiori, hold: 
as to all'Civil things. 

. The power of a Parent is partly zatxral, as the Parent: 
19 the immediate cauſe of the childs being. Partly zvoral,, 
as the child is fed at the parents table, and clothed by 
him. Again, Children are to be conſidered in' their” 
Nenage, before they come tothe exerciſe of their Reaſons. 
or at their mature age, when they are able to uſe their 


' reaſon. For children during their Nozage, Parents doubts: 


le have an abſolute power of commanding them as they 
leaſe (ſo 'tis reaſonable Magiſtrates ſhould have over 
; ach Ideots, and Children left to no care of Gover» 
nours). But.if we conſider children-at wature-age,. they 
are to judg for themſelves. In matters of Religion parents 
may- advide and command, but the child 1s bound to obey 
no further than he apprehendeth;. that what his parents- 
adviſe and command is not 'contrary«to the Law of God. 
They have power to.puniſh to diſabedience, but how far?- 
2. not 


[10] y 
[not by death, or impriſonment, or taking away the chil- 
drens eſtate, procured by their own induſtry, or given 
them by friends; they may turn their children out of 
their family, and diſinherit them, and leave it to Gods 
judgment at the laſt day, whether they have dealt juſtly 
-orno; for God hath commanded them not to provoke 
their children to wrath, and they owe their children juſtice 
as well as their zefghbour, and poſhbly more equity than 
their ordinary neighbours. This power 1s again granted 
to the Magiſtrate, and we wiſh that he would pleaſe thus 
to circumſcribe his power. | 
. But yet becauſe the Noor asks where is the difference 
betwixt the Magiſtrate and the Maſter of a family £ 1 will 
ſhew him. | | | 
The power of a Maſter over his ſervant, ariſeth from an 
explicit covenant or contra which his ſervant hath made 
with hin, The power of a Father ariſeth from his naty- 
_ ral relation to his ſon, and cauſation in his produ@ion ; and 
* from the proviſion of food and rayment which he maketh 
for him; ſo the Jatter is partly zatzral, partly moral. 
cometh a Maſter to have power over his ſervant, 
but from an explicit contra or covenant which he hath 
made with him , That-in confideration of his teaching 
him'ſuch a #»y/tery, craft or. occupation, of his giving him 
Tſuch wages, finding him meat, drink or clothes, he will 
do:ſuch and ſuch work for him for ſuch a'time? ec. and 
both the Maſters power of commanding, and the ſervants 
duty it obeying, is limited by the terms of this Covenant ; 
always provided, 'that he canhot fin againſt God by diſo- 
beying his' Maſter in any thing he commands him to do, 
which is ſinful, though he did raſhly covenant to do it ; 
for none in obeying God before man, can fin againſt God. 
The'power of a Parent ariſeth, as'T ſaid before, either 
from his #atwrdl ſuperiority to the child, and' carſetion as 


to 
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to his being, or from his providing meat, drink and ray» 
ment for hin. | = 3 
The Magiſtrates power is founded jn the Law ; he was. 
no cauſe of being to his Snbjeds; he doth not provide 
them food or rayment, nor give them wages z they haye 
not ſeverally covenanted with biz. But the Nztion of 
which they are members, have choſen ſuch a perſon, or 
the deſcendants of ſuch a line, or family, and agreedthat 
he, or they, {hall be their Governonrs to 'execite ſuch or 
ſuch Laws, or to make them Laws, &c. ( if the tenour of 
the Government be ſuch). Hence arifethhis power to 
command, their duty to obey * which tan reach to no- 
thing which God hath "forbidden therh, becauſe he''is 
higherthan the higheſt; but -reacheth? to all things m1 
Religion which God hath particularly commanded; and 
yet more fully to all vil things, according to the tenour 
of the Laws of the Nation.' This makes one great dif- 
ference, I- think .to name no more. ” But'now the' ques 
ſtion is, what the SwhjeF muſt do in'caſe a' felſe Religion 


be eſtabliſhed by Law, or commanded by the Superiour? 
let us go on with what the Doftor faith, p. x1. *But if 


« a falſe Religion be eſtabliſhed by Law, the caſchere is 
* the fartie, as'in all other Laws that are ſinful in the mat- 
«* ter of them, but yet made by a lawful-authority. - In 
« this caſe the Subje& is not bound to profeſs a' falſe Re- 
« ligion, but patiently to ſuffer for the profeſſion of the 
«true. And to ſpeak freely in this matter, I cannot 
«think, till I be better informed (which Iam” always 
& ready to be) that any: pretence of conſctence.can wars 
« rant any man that'is not": extraordinarily commiſſioned 
« as the Apoſtles and firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel were, 
« and cannot - juſtifie thir commiſſion by Miracles, as they 
<« did, to affront the: eſtabliſhed Religion of a Nation, 
« though it be falſe, and openly to draw men'off _ 
&Y 


"TW 
*-the profeſſion of it, i» cqntempt of the Magiſtrate and 
* the Laws. All that perſons of a different Religion can 
*3n ſuch a caſe! reaſonably pretend to;1is to enjoy the 
< private liberty and exerciſe of their own Religion and 
* Conſcience, and to forbear the open making of Proſe- 
< lytes to their own Religion (though they be mever ſo ſure 
© they are in the right ) tall they. either have an extraor- 
&« dinaz iſhon from God to: that purpoſe, or the 
*Providence of God makes @ way for it by the permiſht- 
+ on of. the Magiſtrate. - 

The Do@or, like a very ingenuous man, aſflcrts this 
only antil. be be. better: informed, and aſſureth us he is al- 
ways ready ſo to be. Therefore (Pace tanti viri) with the 
good leave of fo great a perſon firſt asked, 1 crave leave 


I- That if -he interprets the term efron] by drawing 


men off fromthe profeſſion of a fajle Religion, by ſhew- 
ing them:the Eryors of- it, and declaring the way of Ged 
tothem3.if he calſs-all Preaching of the Goſpel in ſuch 
caſcs a. contempt of the Mogittyre and the Law, let it be 
done never fo modeſtly and weekly, without any rude re- 


fieTions, Wileand learned men do think that he bath here 


condemmed all the ancient Fathers and Miniſters of the 


_ - Goſpel, /who-ſuceredet! the Apoſtles till Conflantines time; 


for 300' years after Chriſt, and had no extraordinary 
commiſhon,. which we ever read they confirmed by mira- 
cles,. for doing-what they had ro pretence of conſcience for 
doing, which could warrant them. Did not they thus 


far affront the falſe Religion of the: Heathens eſtabliſhed- 
bumane 


Laws, in contempt of ſuch Laws and Magi» 
ſtrates ? did they not loſe their lives in Preaching To 
Golpel contrary to ſuch Laws? did they forbear the open 
making of Proſclytes to their Religion, till they had ſach 
= commiltion from God,. or pernuſſion from the Pagan 

 Magi- 
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Magiſtrates ? where then had Chriſtianity beer this &: 
in the world 2 Will the DoQor fay, That theſe Ma 
ſtrates being no members of the Chutch, had tto power - 
to command in matters of Religion ? I muft confefs'1 
think ſo; but then what needed the Apoſtles' any. extre- 
ordinary commiſſion, or nijracles to juſtifte them 7 ** _-*- 

2. Let mecrave leave to inform the ot,' That this 
aſſertion condemneth all the Divines an the Albigen- 

es and Waldenſes , John Huſs, and Hierome of Pragye, 
WWickliff, and many more int England. -Exther and Zait- 
gliws, and all the fel Reformers in Germany and France, 
as doing that which no [eve ng of conſcience conlt warrant 
in their Preachings and their Reformation. ' There was a 
falſe Religion eſtabliſhed by law in Germany, France, Savoy, 
England ; yet theſe great men did not to' 4 private 
exerciſe of their Religion, but openly Preachet the Gols 
pel, and endeavoured to Proſelte men from Popery ;' yer- 
7 were = by one w__ tro nary Sermon 

inary commi(ſcon, nor had the Supreme Magiſtrates pi 
miſſion in molt places where they preached ;'many of 
dyed Martyrs in this Cauſe, the reſtare dead. 
all as fools died £ What could the Papifts ever fay more 
to defame our Religion by, or with? what have all one 
- op +rup hitherto in pleading in the defence of what- 
they did ? 

3. I crave leave to inform the Door, That this notion 
will Rzvet and confirm Popery, yea Paganiſm in any Na 
tion under Heaven, where either of them doth obtain by 4 
law, or ſhall hereafter obtain : It muſt be the will a 
(according to this aſſertion ) that ſuch a people | 
never hear of Chriſt, nor have the ordinary means of 
ſalvation made known to them. | 

I profeſs I do not write theſe things without-tremblingy * 


Muſt we then renounce our Chriſtianity, or our Prote = 
wy 


£14] 
Religion 2. e our ſelves no plea for keeping either, 
| 2%+u0k , Sabi debuit faFfum valet. Chriſtianity at 
firſt, and the Religion of Proteſtants, was brought in and 

regularly, without any pretence of conſcience 
to warrazt thoſe that did it ;* but now it is proteCted by a 
- it is the beſt Region in the world, and we ought to 
keep. it 3.but we muſt do fo rio more. If Paganiſm or Po- 
pery ſtand by Law in any place, no man muſt preach the 
Goſpel, or the Proteſtant Do@rine 1n that place, but be 
content with the private liberty and exerciſe of his. own 


* % ® 


*T x pi great things to ſay againſt this frtion : 
- T, It is eminently againſt piety towards God. 

2, It is as much againſt charity towards men. 

I. Piety lyeth. much in our predication, and wanifeſt- 
t of God wnto men in the world. And, _ * 
obeying thoſe precepts "of his,” which more immedi- 


Meche, 

»...2+ 1n obey; 

fy tend to this hom | | 
end of our Creation, the end which we ought to aim at 
in all our a&ions. . We can add" nothing to the eſſential 
glory of God, nor other way glorific bim, than by , marie 

1g bje name, arid. doing bis will. 1 Bavk (faith Chriſt, 

7. 16.) glorified thee on earth. How was this? I have 

n:ſhed FI work which'thou haſt given me tod0.y.6. Thawte mas 
7 efted thy name to thoſe thou hait given me out of the world, 

Now as the manifeſting of any part of Gods nam is a 

glorifyitig him, fo the manifeſting of his /ove to the world 
in giving his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 

Bim ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life. The mani- 

feſting of Chriſt as the only Saviour of the world, the 

only name given under Heaven by which any can be 
faved; its 4 moſt eminent / of God, who hath ſet 
up his reſt in his Son, and deſigned to be exalted in him, 

and given him a name aboye every name. Now what is, 
| preach. 


- 


& homage. | The glory of Got is the very 
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reaching but a 14nj of this name of God, a wart- 
foſting of Chriſt to NS hee are Miniſters of the Ga- 
ſpel but perſons ſpecially dengyen and appointed of God 
to this work? Every one is bound to wanifeit Chriit in 
his ation and place; the Miniſters ſtation is not private, 
he is to preach toa people,to as many as will come to hears 
v-here hath the Goſpel limited him? to ſay he can have 
no pretence of Conſcience to warrant him to do it, be- 
cauſe there is a Law againſt it, is to ſay, That an knmane 
Law to the contrary ought to ſupercede the great end of our 
creation; which is a very ſtrange aſſertion. 

2. Next to this, Piety lies in' the obeying of the will of 
God in things which more immediately reſpe® his ſervice, 
(the obeying the will of God in other things 1s pro» 
bity. 

To. reaſon of this lyes ; becauſe in theſe atts of obedi- 
ence, there is not a meer obedience to God, but there is 
oonjoined with it a predication of the glory of God, and, a 
manifeſtation of his name. So that although he that gives 
alms to the poor, or doth an a of civil juſtice, it he doth 
theſe things upon that motive becauſe God hath command- 
ed him, glorifieth God, becauſe he doth his will; yet he 
that preacheth, prayeth, praiſeth, becauſe God. hath com- 
manded him to do theſe things, glerifieth God more than 
he that gives alms, becauſe the latter only glorifieth him 
by obeying his will, the former glorifieth him both by 
obezing his will, and alſo by predicating and publiſhing to 
the world, the i» finite grace, love, and other perfeions 
of God. He that doth an a@ of juſtice, if he doth'not 
do it becauſe God commands him, doth a reaſonable act, 
but doth mot glorifje God at all. But he that preacheth the 
Goſpel, he that prayeth and praiſeth God, though he doth 


not eye the command of God, and fo ſhall never be rep 
C warded 


6g \£16Þ 
warded for what.he doth, yet doth-an a from whence, 
as from the nature of the thing (whatever deſign or inten- 


tion he hath) God is glorified, - as his name 1s manifeſted”: 
and predicated, provided. he doth indeed preach Chriſt, 


and not prate an idle ſtory, or a lecture out of Ariſtotle, 


c. Now there are many precepts that do oblige Mini-- 


ſters to. preach, Go preach 'the Goſpel to every creature. 
Go oo 

concerned only the Apoſtles, they will be at a mighty. 
loſs to find any authority for. them-to.preach, or obligati+ 
on upon people to hear ther, and they will have no pre- 
tence.for-baptizing, and. will not be able to anſwer that 
queſtion, By what authority doſt thou theſe things ? or who. 
gave thee that authority £ without a transforming them- 
ſelves into meer Miriiters of men, from whom alone.th 
maſt- expe& their: reward. That any humane Law 
can - ſupercede_the ' obligation of Miniſters to Glo- 
rifie God according to the Fatio® in which God 


bath ſet them, and by ſuch aFions to which he hath 


authorized them, and concerning which it. is eyi- 


dent that they are ſuch by which above all other he will. 


be oribed, is an aſſertion very unworthy of ſo grave 
and judicious a; Divine,as the Dear 1s reputed to be, and 
L.truſt will ever approve himfelt. 

But ſecondly, .this Affertion appeareth to me as contra- 
ry to charity as to piety, containing what (as the Apoſtle 
{peaks upon this very occaſion, 1 Thef. 2.15.) pleaſeth 
not God, and is contrary to al/ men ; not it may be con-. 


trary to their luis and paſſrons, but to their intereſt and: 


and true concern. We muſt now ſuppoſe a Miniſter of 


the Goſpebto be in Twrky, or tay, or Spain, where any, 


ane;(who hath not the Atheiitical charity of the Norfolk. 
_ Connold) muſt believe the generality. of ſouls to be pe- 
tiſhing, for ever. The Law. of God ſaith, Thou ſhalt not 


bate 


and. baptize, &c.. If any think thoſe precepts. 


— ——— 


| hate thy brother in thine heart : thou ſhalt-in any wife rebut 
him, and not ſuffer ſin E him. The Margent III tell us 
that according to the Hebrew it may as well be tranſlated, 
That thou bear not ſor for kim, ( wn may be as well 
tranſlated, Suſcipias as feras). I ſee my neighbour in tely, 
Turky, or Spair, ſuppoſe a*thouſand ſuch, going down 
to the bottoxeleſs pit, it 18'in my power to do ſomething 
to prevent their eterval raizs I know that if Gods word 
be true,in that courſe of Religion they are in; may I not 
tell them ſo? May I not ſhew them the true way of Life 
and Salvation, becauſe there are Laws in thoſe Countries 
tothe contrary? may then the Law of man ſupercedemy 
obedience to the Law of God; and licenſe me to hate my 
brother in my heart; not 'rebuking him, but ſuffering ſin - 
upon him; yea, though I venture the taking of his guilt 
(a ſhare 1n4t I mean)upon my own foul 2 Certainly this 
1s a Poſition not fit to be named amongſt Chriſtians, who 
believe that all men and women have Soxls,and that they 
muſt a!l riſe agary at the laſt day;and be adjudged to Hea» 
ven or Hell. It 1s true, in theſe caſes the Miniſter. of 
Chriſt may govern himſelf by Prudence. Chriſt comman- 
ded his Diſciples, Mat. 7. 6. Give not that which is holyts 
dogs, weither tait you your pearls before ſwine, leit they tram 
ple them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 
Miniſter of Chriſt is not bound to preach the Goſpel to a 
people who he plainly ſees will ſcoff at it, and deſpiſe its 
nor to a people who he ſeeth will but rend and tear him 
for preaching it. But if in ſuch a Nation there be a peo- 
ple who would gladly hear it if they could, his charity 
wil oblige him to preach it, notwithſtanding any pro- 
hibition of man. The DoGor goes on. 
* And that they are guilty however of groſs hypocriſee, 
« who pretend a further obligation of conſcience in this 
<* matter, I ſhall give this _ Demonitration, which re- 
2 « lies 


q — 
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« ies npon._ conceſſions generally made on all hands, and” 
* by all parties. No Proteſtant, that I know of, holds him- 
*ſclf obliged to go and preach up his Religion, and to- 
* make Converts in Spain or Italy; nor do either the Pro- 
* teitant Miniſters, or the Popiſh Prieits think themſelves 
* bound in Conſcience to'$feach the Goſpel in Tirky to 
* the Muhometans, And what'is the reaſon 2 becauſe of 
* the ſeverity of the Inquiſition in Popiſh Countreys, 
* and of the Laws in Tirky ;, but doth the cangee then: 
< alter the obligation of Conſcience ? no certainly, but 
* it makes men throw off the falſe pretefice and difguiſe 
© of it. But where there is a real obligation of Conſci- 
* ence, dangers ſhould nat deter them from their duty, 
© as it did not the Apoſtles 3; which ſheweth their caſe to 


© be different from ours, and that probably this matter 


* was ſtated right at firſt. 
. They who pretend a furtker obligation, &c. (Who are 
they ? multitudes of learned, godly Proteſtant Miniſters) 
are guilty of hypocriſie, groſs hypocriſte (that is vety fad): 
Tn, was ſhall it appear? by a Demonſtration, and a plain 
one too | Deaneirations are fine things, eſpecially plaiz 
ones, ſuch as will demonſinate a thing to any but to him: 
that 'makes them. What ſhall be the baſes of this Demon- 
ſpration 2 Conceſſions generally made on all- bands, and by 
[al parties ;, better ſtill ! for then we ſhall moſt certainly 
not deny them (they will be ex Tripode dia). "What are 
thoſe Conceſſions? 1. No Proteſtant holds himſelf _ 0b- 
liged to go and preach up bis Religion, and to make Converts 
in ; er Italy ; nor do either the Proteſlant Miniſters, 
or Popiſh Prieſts think, themſelves bound in corvcience to 
preach the Goſpel in Turky to the Mahometans. I do not 
like theſe Univerſal Particles in the front of Propoſiti- 
ons, they. ruine their-Cauſe, it a ſingle inſtance can be 
PFO- 
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aced to the contrary. Spain and [tal are large Ter-- 
ora and the Grand Ce eines much 
larger; I cannot tell whether: there may, not have. been 
ſome Proteſtants that haye though Sreteryre hligadla 
conſcience to go and preach the wee there. I doknow 
e 


that in Popiſh Countries (0 ve, deſpifing the Inquiſk 
tion 5 = China and Tat Okt the Ro. 
miſh Prieſts have done. ., But admit that the generality of 
Proteſtants have not thought themſelves ſo ohliged: Let 
that be one Conceſſzon. . Where to find/another, Ido not 
know, if it be not in Fn wor Nog. _ what is 
the reaſon 2 becauſe of the ſeverity of the Inquiſution in Po- 
piſb Countries, and 4 the Laws Tacky. This ought 
not to be call'd a Conceſſion, for neither Proteſcant nor - 
Papiſts will aſſign this as the only reaſon. . 

Proteſtants will give the Door this reaſon ; Becauſe 
though every Miniſter of the Goel may and ought to- 
ns the Goſpel in any place where: be is red , and whe- 
ther the Providence of God hath called him yet every Mi 
wiſter of the Goſpel is not bound to' traverſe the world up-- 
on this errand, as the Apoſiles were, which indeed makes 
their cauſe ſo far different from ours. Now they afſert- 
ing no more than this, are yery unjuſtly charg'd with 
groſs hypocriſie, for pretenaing an obligation. to do- it in 
their places, becaule they do not go,and do it whese - 
God hath not fixed them, and to which God hath not 
ſent them. The Dof&or ought not to have called this 
a ane ht which comcs ſhort of a Topick,. - 

The charge of Eypoeriſie, groſs. bypoeriſje, upon a. per- 
ſoy, or party, is ordinarily of all other the moſt malici« 
ous and wncharitable charge that can be ; becaule lying in 
the Nonconformity of the heart and pradice; man hath the 
molt imperfe& judgment of it 3 but withall, it is the moſt 

* heavy. \ 


” 


ie weeping 4nd wailing; and gnaſting of teeth. So that ita 
pears that Hipocriter are the he deepeſt portion fo 
" the bottomleſs-pit? \ But withal , it is what is uſually aid 
by thoſe that have norhiniſþelc to ſay, and againſt thoſe 
againſt whom men can. figd\othing elſe to give them oc- 
calion, - except 7 the law of their God. - But to ſhut up 
this diſcourſe Os | 
If Door TiVotjer may charge them, who being /c- 
parated to the work, of the Miniſtry, and called of God to 
it, with groſs by mofe becauſe they: think themſelyes 
ged"'to preach' the Goſpel in the" places where the 
Providence'of God hath fixed them, thaongh thete be 
an AF of Parliament (and fuch a Parliament) againſt 
it, and yet do 'not:think- themſelves obliged to go and 
_ doitin Nark , where they have nothing to do, and whi- 
ther God never feht them 3; and Mr. Hickeringet may call 
' them'Rebels, Traytors, Villains, Cheats, Fuglers, Holders- 
. forth, Taumers, Smivellers, Whiners,  Bawlers, Thumpers : 
[They are only by the former treated more Gentelely 
and-Courtly, and by the other more Boorrſhly (accord- 
itig'to the Bruter edycation and converſe) ; 'but they are 
by them, both coridemned to the pit of Hel, without re. 
pentance, and made ſuch evil-doers as the Apoſtles were, 
who were adjudged alſo mraxeddpue]t]7 xious wdi]er mici{nus, 
the filth of the world, and the off-ſcouring of all things, 
but Bazeguptucry veegxenzary. Being thus defamed, we ſhall 
intreat:''We: ſhall tntreat our Noble Senators not to be- 
lieve the Di@ators of our age, who talk much, but will 
prove nothing 3 and intreat our Countreymen to jud 
whoſe Dodrine, according to Scripture, hath in it mo 
falſhood, * and whoſe lives have in them leaſt vice' and 


immoral 


- charge, en ging perſons to the very pit of Hell. 
—_ him, ſatth'God, bis portion with hypocrites, where 


f: 6m 


| [21] 

immoral wickednefs. And for Hypocrife, we ſhall in- 

treat God to judg betwixt us and our accuſers (and, 0' 
Lord ! how long will it be ere thou ariſeſt to the judgmept 
of thy ſervants £) And for our Adverſaries alſo, we ſhall 
intreat God, that their fin be laid to their charge z 
and, That they may do no evil 1 #ot*that we ſhould appear 

approved, but that they may do that which is wy F cart 
we be as reprobates : But we truſt that they we . 
ere m0 reprobates. - wh . 
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